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Predgovor nakladnika

Ljepota pti¢jeg ruha i pti¢ji pjev oduvijek su ljudima bili izvor divljenja
i inspiracije. Osim znanstvene i estetske vrijednosti, ptice imaju i znatnu
gospodarsku vaznost. Hrane se kukcima i korovskim biljkama koje umanjuju
prihode u poljoprivredi i Sumarstvu, a sove i dnevne grabljivice kontroliraju
populacije glodavaca te time stite poljoprivredne kulture, ali i umanjuju rizik
od zaraznih bolesti koje prenose glodavci. Ptice su nedjeljivi dio prirodnog
okolisa koji i mi ljudi dijelimo s njima i trebamo za svoj opstanak. Prirodni
ekosustavi poput $uma, mora i oceana, kao i oni doprirodni, poput livada,
pasnjaka i oranica osiguravaju nam hranu, utje¢u na stabilnosti klime, izvor
su energije i resursa za brojne industrije. Ptice imaju izuzetno vaznu ulogu za
ucinkovito funkcioniranje tih ekosustava. S obzirom na to da se ptice nalaze
pri vrhu hranidbenih lanaca, one su ujedno i dobar indikator opéeg stanja svi-
jeta u kome zivimo. Nestanak ptica siguran je znak da se nesto lose dogada u
nasem okoli$u i da smo duzni poduzeti akcije da to zaustavimo.

Izradu Crvenih popisa ugrozenih vrsta na globalnoj je razini pokrenula
Medunarodna unija za zastitu prirode (IUCN) jos 1963. godine. Svrha je izrade
crvenih popisa izradajednostavnogirazumljivog prikaza procjene ugrozenosti
i vjerojatnosti izumiranja pojedinih vrsta te informiranje javnosti i instituci-
ja odgovornih za zastitu prirode o potrebi poduzimanja mjera za ocuvanje
ugrozenih vrsta, odnosno utjecanje na nacionalnu politiku zastite prirode.
Crvene knjige ugrozenih vrsta, osim samog Crvenog popisa, donose i podatke
o biologiji i ekologiji pojedinih ugrozenih vrsta, njihovu podrucju rasprostran-
jenosti, analize trenda populacija te razmatraju razloge ugrozenosti i predlazu
mjere ocuvanja. IUCN-ovi kriteriji za procjenu ugroZenosti jedinstveno se
primjenjuju, na znanstveno utemeljenim podacima, pri procjeni ugrozenosti
za sve biljne i zivotinjske vrste u cijelome svijetu. Sukladno Zakonu o zastiti
prirode crveni popisi ugrozenih vrsta su i jedan od temelja za zakonsku zastitu
tih vrsta. Znanstveni i stru¢ni podaci prezentirani u ovoj Crvenoj knjizi
znacajan su doprinos provedbi odredbi Direktive o pticama Europske unije
u Hrvatskoj.

Prva Crvena knjiga ugrozenih ptica Hrvatske izdana je 2003. godine i dala
je prvi cjeloviti pregled stanja ugrozenosti naseg pticjeg svijeta. Popunila je
praznine u slagalici znanja o pticama i stanistima o kojima one ovise te pruzila
cjelovitu sliku vaznosti hrvatske ornitofaune u europskim i svjetskim razmje-
rima. Sedam godina kasnije (2010.) pripremljeno je i ovo drugo izdanje Crvene
knjige ptica Hrvatske, za koje su, kao i za prvo, koristene iste smjernice [IUCN-
a. Novost je da smo ovaj put koristili i smjernice za primjenu IUCN kriterija
na regionalnoj razini. Dosljedno su slijedeni kriteriji za gotovo ugrozene (NT)
i nedovoljno poznate (DD) vrste pa je i promjena kategorija kod vecine vrsta
u ovoj knjizi rezultat preciznije primjene kriterija te novoprikupljenih poda-
taka. Ipak, za dio procijenjenih vrsta (npr. suri orao, bregunica i morski kulik),
promjena kategorija ugrozenosti posljedica je zamjetnog pada njihove brojno-
sti, ¢ime se povecao rizik od izumiranja njihovih gnijezdec¢ih populacija. Mo-
rski kulik i bregunica vrste su koje se gnijezde na vlaznim stanistima i njihov

je pad brojnosti povezan upravo s pogorsanjem kvalitete tih stanista. Vodno
gospodarstvo, zamiranje proizvodnje na $aranskim ribnjacima, nestanak ve-
likih tr§¢aka i unistavanje plitkih i muljevitih morskih obala i dalje su vodec¢i
uzroci ugrozenosti najveceg broja ptica Hrvatske.

U posljednjih se desetak godina zahvaljujué¢i naporima ornitologa i
promatraca ptica - amatera, a uz potporu mjerodavnih institucija, nase znanje
o pticama Hrvatske znatno povecalo, a to se ogleda i u ovoj Crvenoj knjizi.
To je i jedan od razloga $to se broj od ukupno 375 pti¢jih vrsta zabiljezenih
za Hrvatsku (2003.) povecao na danasnjih 385 vrsta. Za oko 10% vrsta ptica
imamo uspostavljeno pracenje stanja (monitoring) populacija, a ti su podaci
klju¢an element u buduéim revizijama Crvenog popisa ptica RH.

U ovoj knjizi obradene su gnjezdarice Hrvatske, koje bi se u uzem smislu
mogle smatrati ,nasim“ pticama. Medutim, kako je pticama svojstvena ve-
lika pokretljivost i opsezan selidbeni sustav, one ne uvazavaju drzavne pa ni
kontinentalne granice. Mnoge ptice koje se u nas ne gnijezde ipak u Hrva-
tskoj borave tijekom selidba ili zimovanja i jednako su, kao i gnjezdarice, dio
»nase” faune za ¢ije ocuvanje i zastitu dijelimo odgovornost s cijelim svijetom.
Zato Crvena knjiga ptica obraduje i gnjezdarice i negnjezdarice (zimovalice i
preletnice), a unutar iste vrste razlikuje gnijezdece i negnijezdece populacije.

Sa stanovista zastite prirode, brojke koja Crvena knjiga ptica iznosi zaista
su upozoravajuce. Od 230 vrsta ptica redovitih gnjezdarica Hrvatske, 91 vrsta
(39%) nalazi se na Crvenom popisu, od ¢ega je 56 vrsta (24%) suoceno s velikim
rizikom od izumiranja, tj. pripadaju kategorijama kriticno ugrozenih (CR),
ugrozenih (EN) i osjetljivih (VU) vrsta. Ipak, zabrinjavaju¢i su podaci da je od
39 procjenjivanih preletnica njih 10 (25%) ugrozeno, a jedna je vrsta izumrla.
Od 14 vrsta procijenjenih zimovalica osam (50%) je ugrozeno.

Crvena knjiga ptica Hrvatske potanko opisuje 81 ugrozene vrste. Kao i
prvo izdanje, i ovo vrijedno djelo na jednome mjestu okuplja najvaznije po-
datke o nasoj ornitofauni te predstavlja temelj za buduce djelovanje u zastiti i
istrazivanju ptica. Nadamo se da ce sljedeca revizija Crvene knjige donijeti jo$
vi$e novih podataka koji ¢e omogucditi planiranje i provedbu jos u¢inkovitijih
mjera o¢uvanja te naposljetku i pobolj$anje stanja ocuvanosti ptica Hrvatske.

Nakladnik



A Foreword of the Publisher

The plumage and songs of birds have always been a source of awe and
inspiration for people. In addition to their scientific and aesthetic value, birds
also have significant economic significance. They feed on the insects and weed
plants that reduce revenues in agriculture and forestry, while owls and daytime
predators control rodent populations, thereby protected agricultural crops and
reducing the risks of infectious diseases transmitted by rodents. Birds are an
inseparable part of the natural environment that we humans share with them
and which we need for our survival. Natural ecosystems such as forests, seas
and oceans, and those semi-natural environments, such as meadows, pastures
and plough fields secure our food sources, affect the stability of the climate,
and are a source of energy and resources for numerous industries. These areas
and habitats process the compounds that pollute the environment, creating
nutritional matter and oxygen. Birds play an exceptionally important role in
the efficient functioning of these ecosystems. Considering that birds are near
the top of the food chain, they are also excellent indicators of the general state
of the world in which we live. The disappearance of birds is a certain sign that
something negative is happening in our environment, and that we are obliged
to take action to stop it.

The drafting of the Red Lists of endangered species at the global level was
initiated by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
in 1963. The purpose of creating these Red Lists was to create a simple and
easy-to-understand overview of assessments of threats and the likelihood
of extinction for individual species, and to inform the public and the insti-
tutions responsible for nature conservation on the need to take measures to
protect endangered species, i.e. to influence the national conservation poli-
cies. The Red Books of endangered species, alongside the Red Lists, also give
information and data on the biology and ecology of each endangered species,
their distribution range, analysis of population trends, consideration of the
causes of threat and proposal of conservation measures. The IUCN criteria
for the assessment of threats are simply applied on scientifically based data
in the threat assessment for all plant and animal species the world over.

The first Red Book of Endangered Birds of Croatia was issued in 2003 and
it gave the first comprehensive overview of the state of threat of Croatia’s bird
world. It filled in the knowledge gaps concerning birds and the habitats they
depend on, and offered an integral picture of the important of Croatia’s orni-
thofauna at the European and global scales. Seven years later (2010), this se-
cond edition of the Red Book of Birds of Croatia was prepared using the same
IUCN guidelines as in the first edition. The novelty in this edition, however,
was the use of the guidelines for the application of the IUCN criteria at the
regional level. The criteria for Near Threatened (NT) and Data Deficient (DD)
species were followed carefully, and therefore the changes in category for the
majority of species in this edition are the result of the more precise application
of criteria and newly collected data. However, for certain assessed species (e.g.
Golden Eagle, Sand Martin and Kentish Plover), these changes in the threat

category are the result of a significant decline in their abundances, thereby
increasing the risk of extinction of their breeding populations. The Kentish
Plover and Sand Martin are species that nest in wet habitats, and their decli-
ning numbers are tied directly to the degraded quality of such habitats. Water
management, the waning production at fish ponds, the loss of large reed beds
and destruction of shallow and silty sea shores continue to be the leading cases
of threat of the majority of bird species in Croatia.

Over the past decade, thanks to the dedicated efforts of ornithologists and
amateur bird-watchers, and with the support of the competent authorities, our
knowledge of the birds of Croatia has increased substantially, and that is clea-
rly seen in this Red Book. This is one of the reasons why the number of a total
of 375 bird species recorded in Croatia (2003) has increased to the present 385
species. Population monitoring programmes are in place for about 10% of bird
species, and these data form a key element in the future revisions of the Red
List of birds of Croatia.

In this book, we’ve addressed the breeding birds of Croatia that we would
consider ‘our’ birds. However, as birds are characterised by their great mobility
and vast migration systems, they pay no attention to state or continental bo-
rders. Many birds that do not nest in Croatia still stopover here on their migra-
tions or winter here, and therefore, are just as much part of ‘our’ ornithofauna
as the breeding birds. We share the responsibility of their protection and con-
servation with the entire world. Therefore, this Red Book of birds looks closely
at both breeding and non-breeding birds (wintering and visiting species), and
within species, separately considers breeding and non-breeding populations.

From the conservation perspective, the numbers in this Red Book of
birds are truly a cause for concern. Of the 230 bird species that regularly
breed in Croatia, 91 species (39%) are included on the Red List (which in
addition to endangered species includes Near Threatened (NT) and Regio-
nally Extinct (RE) species). Of these, 56 species are endangered and classi-
fied in the categories of Critically Endangered (CR), Endangered (EN) or
Vulnerable (VU) species. Unlike breeding birds, this Red Book does not asse-
ss all wintering and visiting species. However, it is a worrisome fact that of
the 39 visiting species assessed, 10 (25%) are endangered, and one is regio-
nally extinct. Of the 14 wintering species assessed, 8 (50%) are endangered.

The Red Book of Birds of Croatia gives detailed descriptions of 81 enda-
ngered species. Like the first edition, this too is a valuable volume that brings
together all the most important data on Croatia’s ornithofauna in one place,
thereby representing a foundation for future activities in the research and pro-
tection of birds. We hope that the next revision of the Red Book will include
even more data that will allow for the planning and implementation of more
efficient conservation measures that, ultimately, will improve the state of co-
nservation of Croatia’s birds.
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