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Notes on the Silviculture of Hoop 
Pine. 

1, Hoop P i n e is t h e con i fe rous t r e e Araucaria Cuiwinghamn, 
so ca l led a f t e r Al l an Cunn ingham, an A u s t r a l i a n explorer . I t 
o c c u r s p r inc ipa l ly in S o u t h - E ä s t e r n Queens land a n d N o r t h -
E a s t e r n New South W a l e s be tween t h e l a t i tudes 25° a n d 30°, 
h u t i s found a s f a r n o r t h a s t h e t o p of the Owen S t an l ey R a n g e s 
in P a p u a . I t i s confined to t h e humid coas ta l r eg ions of t h e 
s u m m e r r a i n f a l l bel t . 

Kotes on Seed Fa l l , Germina t ion , a n d Seed l ing E s t a b l i s h m e n t 

2. Hoop P ine is b i sexua l ( the m a l e and f e m a l e inf lorescences 
occu r r ing sepa ra t e ly ) , a n d monoecious ( the m a l e and f e m a l e 
inf lorescences a p p e a r i n g on t h e s a m e a n d n o t on s e p a r a t e t r e e s ) . 
T h e t rees , however , a r e e i the r p r e p o n d e r a t i n g l y f e m a l e or 
p r e p o n d e r a t i n g ^ ma le . 

3. The m a l e a m e n t a a r e in evidence, g r e e n a n d u n r i p e in 
December , b u t in J a n u a r y to March t h e y shed t he i r pol len and 
a s s u m e a b r o w n appea rance , which gives t h e fo l iage of the 
p reponde ra t ing ly ma le t r e e a b r o w n i s h t inge. These t rees , t h e 
c u t t e r s say, a r e h a r d to ha rk . T h e m a l e a m e n t a fa l l on t h e soil 
and f o r m a m u l c h su i tab le f o r a seed-bed. T h e inc ip ient f e m a l e 
cones ( thumb-s ize) a p p e a r a l so in December -March a n d u n d e r g o 
pol l inat ion. 

4. T h e cones a r e f o r m e d t o w a r d s t h e s u m m i t of t h e t rees , 
t h e ma le a m e n t a down the s ides. C rown pol l ina t ion is effected 
by t h e wind. 

5. W h e n the thumb-s ize inc ip ien t cones appear , t h e p reced ing 
y e a r ' s cones a r e u p to hen-egg Size (11 t o 21 in. or 1 to 1 | in.) 
a n d a p p a r e n t l y do n o t f a l l u n t i l a y e a r l a t e r . I n such case t h e r e 
a r e t h r e e g e n e r a t i o n s of cones on t h e t r e e a t t h e s a m e t ime— 
(i.) t h e m a t u r e cones t h e n f a l l i ng ; (ii.) t h e hen-egg-s ize cones 
which f a l l a yea r l a t e r ; and (iii.) the thumb-Size c o n e s w h i c h 
fa l l two y e a r s l a t e r . 


