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THE CARE AND IMPROVEMENT OF THE
FARM WOODS
By C, 1. ’l'_[_l_:tg!-_‘jf\_x, Forest Heaminer, Forest Servion
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INTRODUCTION

HE FARM WOODS furnishes an essential portion of the farm
ontput. Attention given to providing good conditions for the
srowth of the trees w hich it contains will pay the farmer well
Loth in comfort and in cash. 1F properly carved for, the woods will
furnish at all times a convenient supply of timber, fuel, fencing,
and the like for home use and at intervals will yield v valuable ma-
terinl for market. 1f neglected or abused, it is bound to deteriorate,
and may eventually {[I“d]J]’ll'.ll' altogether.  On farms which have
nowoods the owner will often find neglected corners or poor-soil
slopes where planted trees would be a profitable investment. The
mast should be made of these, for there are times when wood is as
negently needed as the products of the kitchen garden. The aim
of this hulletin is to point eut methods of earing for the farm wonds
andd mmproving it so as to male it contribute as much as possible
to bath the owner’s convenience and his purse.

By far the greater number of farm woods arve in need of im
provement,  Poorer species are in the majority and are crowding
out the better ones, many of the trees are overmature. some show
evidence of attack by insects or disease, come are dead. yonng trees
are entirely \mnl!ug in the open places, and grazing is allowed to
the extent of damaging the older trees and preventing Feproduction.
Improvement of these conditions ean be seenred fhrnngh the judicious
nse of the uxe, by assisting natural reproduction, by the exclusion of
stocl from at least portions of the woods, and where necessary,
through planting or sowing.

TYPES OF WOODS

There ave two general types of farm woods. each of which requires

v different method of handling: (1) Those which are character-
mul by the presence of old trees which dominate the stand, and (2)
those which are made up of a nearly even-aged stand of second
erowth,

(1) Where there ave old trees which dominate the stands to g cer-
tain extent these old trees may almost totally exclude the younger
growth, or they may exist only ag n few seattered mdwulusllf-.
thronghout the stand. Sueh nnlt('l'ml is very likely to be deteriorat-
ing in quality, and the problem is to remove it, and at the same time
pwwde for a new stand of scedlings. From the standpoint of strict
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