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PREFACE

THERE is, in the horticultural world, perhaps no more contro-
versial subject than that of propagation. The reason is not far to
seek; propagation is no exact science and proficiency is more often
than not the prerogative of the scientifically uninitiated. I have a
great respect for the ‘green-fingered’ amateur; the professional
propagator can often learn much from him, but reciprocation of
such knowledge is rare. Rightly or wrongly the professional has
always surrounded his art with a certain air of mystery. It is my
earnest hope that this contribution will be of interest and in-
struction to professional and amateur alike.

To Mr. W. Dallimore, I1.S.0., V.M.H., who honoured me by
writing the foreword to this work I owe a great debt of gratitude
for kindly advice and helpful suggestions.

In sections dealing with open-ground budding and grafting, 1
am particularly indebted to Mr. L. Plant, of the Harrow and
Urban District Parks Department. In this group I am also in-
debted to Mr. Noel J. Prockter, an experienced propagator, now
assistant editor of Awmatenr Gardening. Mr. Thomas Bedford
helped me greatly by placing his drawing office at my disposal in
making up the severalrline drawings used. In the provision of
specimen material, advice on nomenclature and classification, I
have to thank members of the staff of the Royal Botanic Garden,
Kew—in particular, Mr. J. S. L. Gilmour, Mrs. M. L. Spraig,
Mr. A. D. Cotton, O.B.E., V.M.H., and the deputy curators Mr.
L. Stenning and Mr. S. A. Pearce.

I have been very fortunate in having the services of Mt. Owen
Miller to illustrate the book; his attention to detail is well illus-
trated in the drawings used throughout the text. Lastly, I would
like to thank Mr. L. J. F. Brimble, joint editor of Naz#re, who has
edited the book and Mr. H. Cowdell of Messts. Macmillan & Co.,
Ltd., for their courteous assistance over the many technical prob-
lems associated with the publication of this work.

W. G. SHEAT
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