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This text has been written to describe and discuss the principles involved 
in correctly harvesting timber crops, with special emphasis on the aspects 
related to forestry. Many phases of the actual operations concerned in 
harvesting are of an engineering nature, such as the construction of roads, 
railroads, bridges, and camp structures, and specifications for mechanical 
tools and machines such as power saws, tractors, and cable skidders. 
While these subjects are covered, detailed consideration of those items 
that relate particularly to engineering operations is omitted. Rather, the 
forestry aspects of harvesting are emphasized to assist foresters in obtain-
ing a thorough understanding of this undertaking, which is so important 
in forestry. 

Presentation of specific costs of various operations in the several forested 
regions of the United States has been purposely avoided because of the 
rapid fluctuations of costs and returns, even in one locality. Changing 
economic conditions, variable topography, ground conditions, weather, 
and the accessibility of the timber being harvested prevent standardizing 
costs. Likewise, detailed descriptions of tractors, cable skidders, power 
saws, trucks, railroad rolling stock, and other harvesting equipment have 
been omitted because of the rapidity with which new models appear 
on the market. 

Although such material, concerning costs and descriptions of equipment, 
is not given in this text, it is the author's opinion that much of it should 
be presented to forestry students in class or as reference reading by in-
structors in the subject. The necessary data can be obtained from current 
literature in technical and trade journals and from bulletins that are 
published from time to time by trade associations, educational institutions, 
and public agencies. Catalogues issued at frequent intervals by equip-
ment manufacturers offer an excellent and authentic source of factual 
data concerning current models of tools and machines used in harvesting. 

All such material is readily available and it is assumed that instructors 
in harvesting would prefer to present such data, kept currently up to date, 
rather than have it included in a text, where it would soon become obsolete. 
The principles of harvesting remain the same, however, regardless of the 
changes occurring in methods of performing the various harvesting steps. 
Thus, all skidding by mobile power units is similar whether the actual 
work is performed by animals or Diesel-powered tractors. 
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