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F O R E W O R D 

T H I S book is respectfully dedicated to the profession of forestry 
in America. It is hoped that some things may be herein contained 
that will start arguments, suggest research and stimulate activity. 
There are certainly great latent forestry opportunities in the New 
World. By comparison, possibilities in the U. S. A. surpass those 
found in Scandinavia from almost every standpoint. The future is 
bright in the East. If foresters can for awhile Use the light of the 
experience of others, to keep their feet on higher ground and avoid 
the bogs that beset the way, they will soon see the dawn of the 
forestry day in America. 

The author is " debtor to both Greeks and Barbarians; to both 
the wise and unwise " in collection of the facts that have been com-
piled into this work. Some misunderstandings and errors may be 
included. This is in part due to an imperfect mastery of the lan-
guages where verbal information has been worked up from notes; 
altho so far as was possible, statements have been checked against 
published material and references are frequently cited. To avoid 
repetition, references are made by use of bracketed numbers sepa-
rated by dashes. The first number, as well as any that follow the 
word and or a comma (& or,), refer to the corresponding authority 
listed in the bibliography at the rear of the book. The last number, 
where more than one occurs not separated by and or a comma, 
always indicates the page of the cited work. Where reference is 
made to a periodical, there may be an intermediate number or num-
bers that give the date of the issue in which the citation occurs. As 
an example®- [ 12-2/1924-4] means that the cited facts are detailed 
on page 4 of the publication listed in the bibliography after the num-
ber 12, and that it was published under date of February, 1924. i n 
one instance where almost an entire chapter is based on a single 
reference source, this is set down under the chapter title and is there-
after cited by use of the abbreviation Ref. instead of a number. 

In the interest of brevity, abbreviations have been used to an 
undesirable extent. These are in general such as are more or less 
standard in business English usage, but a few, e. g.—D.B.H. mean-
ing diameter of a tree at breast height (4y2 ft. above the ground) and 
N.S.R. for reproduction of the forest by natural seeding, are rather 
strictly limited to technical forestry. 4 

While it is the aim in the pages that follow to give a comprehensive 
picture of forestry and allied activities of man in Sweden and Scan-
dinavia in general, yet silviculture and forest management are most 
heavily emphasized. Utilization and lumber merchandising are 


