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FOREWORD

by Ivan Tarnaj
Minister of Agriculture and Forestry
of the Croatian Government

In may 1993 the Croatian Government met the representatives of the
World Bank, who came to Croatia, to consider the possibilities of assistance the
World Bank would be ready to offer for the reconstruction of the war-damaged
Croatia. In the discussion I raised the question of assistance to forestry among
other branches of national economy. A letter from the World Bank after the said
conference raised the question of giving information about Croatian forestry and
forest industries with suggestions on topics. The idea of this booklet was born
when all those suggestions were considered and elaborated.

In Croatia foresiry has a long tradition. There are not many coun-
tries in Europe with eg. a hundred and fifty years old Academy of Forestry,
which became later the Faculty of Forestry. Croats are well aware of forestry and

its problems, and they respect this most valuable ‘natural renewable resource of
their country.

The sad history of Croatia hasn’t permitted spreading information
about many facts concerning Croatia, forestry included. When this booklet got its
final shape, it was decided to print it in a large number of copies and distribute
it throughout the world, to inform professionals and other interested in that
matter, about Croatian forestry and forest industries. 1 wish the booklet to fulfill
its objective, giving full information about our beloved Croatia, its forests and
forest based industries. I appeal all readers to consider it as an attempt to
present lrue information of forestry. If this succeeds, the authors, and myself will
be glad, that people will realize that Croatia is a cultural, European nation, with
an honourable tradition in many fields, forestry included. We are proud for being
Europeans. Europe should be proud for having Croatia in Europe.



PREFACE

by Joso Vukelié

Deputy Minister for Forestry

in the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
of the Croatian Government

The forests are an irreplaceable element of the Croatian landscape,
its economy and culture. In their history the Croais were always deeply connected
with forests, which gave them the necessary building materials, fuelwood, mast
and grazing for their animals, as well as shelter in times of danger

It is expected that Croatia will develop into a significant tourist
land, for which there is much to offer: untouched nature, abundant game, clear
streams and clean air. Protection of forests from wvarious diseases and damage
remains our primary COncerm.

A large number of subjects are dealt with in the booklet, and I
expect that readers will be induced to visit Croatia in order to get lo hknow
people and its customs but their forests as well.

Numerous people depend on forestry or forest industries in uvarious
ways even if they themselves don’t actually work in them. But special (ribute must
be paid to those who do work in forestry and forest industries because they
promptly joined the Croatian Army when fatherland was attacked and they
defended it valiantly. In short periods of time when the enemy atlacks ceased they
returned to their jobs, to keep production running, only to go back again to the
front line when required. Many of them were wounded or even killed by the
enemy mines or bullets. Life and sufferings of these brave people have always
been closely connected with Croatian forests - in the past and in the present.

In memory of these heroes, for ideals they were [ighting for, we reco-
mmend this booklet to the public.
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