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Preface 

This book is intended as a popular science publication bringing together the most important 
data and information about all the national parks in Croatia. Public interest in national parks 
is growing, with more and more visitors seeking information that goes beyond the "tourist 
postcard" level. This increased interest reflects the rising level of general knowledge about 
nature in this country and in the world. The dual - scientific and popular - nature of this 
book poses the problem of balance of the two elements, and it is possible that some readers 
might feel that one or the other element has been overemphasized. 
The national parks are presented here in the chronological order in which they reached the 
national-park status. In the texts themselves, the order of presentation reflects the importance 
and value of the natural phenomena in each national park. Since cultural heritage is also 
important in many Croatian national parks, due attention has been paid to this aspect too. 
Four years have passed since the appearance of the first edition of this book. In the 
meantime, Croatia has gained independence, but it has also become the victim of a brutal 
aggression which brought a great deal of destruction and suffering. Parts of the country, 
including the Plitvice Lakes National Park and some areas in the Krka National Park and 
southern Velebit, are still under occupation. In addition to the already officially proclaimed 
national parks, the Velebit region is also included in this book, because it is planned that 
the most interesting parts of this mountain should be categorized as a national park in the 
foreseeable future. This would actually exhaust the areas that can be designated as national 
parks in Croatia. 
Finally, I must note that new topographic maps have been used for elevation data and that 
considerable differences will therefore be found in some cases compared with the data given 
in earlier brochures, guide books and maps of the Croatian national parks. Where differences 
in the names and designations are found, an attempt has been made in each case to give all 
the variant names. 
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