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HISTORIA PRE BUDUCNOST

,...kde sa nachddzajii tie sldvne pralesy? Niekde pri Polane?” VWZNAMNE
A ktoré pralesy to mas na mysli?” ESHIOKE

MIESTO
,No, ¢o ich vyhldsili za svetové dedicstvo.... ved vies...” =

Nuz, vedel som vel'mi dobre! Ale nevedel som, Ze by nieco také mohlo zaujimat tohto experta, ktoryj svetu
pocitadov rozumel dokonale, no o svete lesa bol presvedcenyj, Ze patri predovsetkym zvieratdm a on dori
vel'mi nemusi... Avsak — mylil som sa! Titul ,svetové prirodné dedicstvo”, ktoryj karpatskym bukovym
pralesom prisiidilo v roku 2007 UNESCO, zizracne pohol aj (ne)zdujmom mojho priatela. A nebol veru
sam.

Rozhodnutie Organizacie spojenych narodov pre vzdelavanie, vedu a kulttiru, ked od roku 1972
zacala vyhlasovat vzacne pamiatky Zeme za miesta svetového prirodného alebo kulttirneho
dedi¢stva, mozno zaradit medzi skvostné. Hoci zapisat ,rodinné striebro” do prestizneho
zoznamu vobec nie je jednoduché, zdujem narodov je mimoriadny. Ak sa im to podari, poméze
to vSetkym — krajine, jej ndvstevnikom a najma samotnému dedicstvu, o ktoré sa potom treba
vzorne starat. V roku 2008 dosiahol pocet lokalit svetového dedicstva 878. Nachadzaja sa

v 145 $tatoch, Slovensko medzi nimi nechyba. Mame zapisand Banskd Stiavnicu, Bardejov,
Vlkolinec, Spissky hrad, jaskyne Slovenského krasu, devit drevenych kostolikov a uZ spominané
bukové pralesy Polonin a Vihorlatu.

Fenomén svetového dedicstva poslizil podniku LESY SR, §. p. Banska Bystrica ako netradi¢na
in$pirécia. Je to vlastne celkom krétka histéria. V poslednych rokoch si lesnici museli vypocut
na svoju adresu nejednu skrivodlivost. Stalo sa takmer médou vidiet v nich divZze nie tych, ktori
lesu 3kodia. Hoci lesnicka sluzba nebude nikdy zavisla od I'udi, ktori si na jej nezodpovednom
posudzovani zalozili Zivnost, zneistené verejnost si nepochybne zasluhuje, aby sa jej prave od
lesnikov dostavalo viac informécii. A tak tito postupne zacinaju realizovat zaujimavé projekty.

V roku 2003 otvaraji vo Vydrovskej doline Lesnicky skanzen. Zivé lesné a lesnicke miizeum
odvtedy kazdoroéne na ,chodniku lesného ¢asu” odhal'uje tisickam navstevnikov z celého sveta
tajomstva lesa i zmysel lesnikovej prace v iom.

V prirodnych chramoch Slovenska buduji lesnicke nducné chodniky. Zéujemcov, ktori ich mozu
absolvovat nielen peSo, ale niektoré aj na bicykli, ¢ dokonca v ¢lne, prekvapuju Siroké suvislosti
lesnickeho poslania, ktoré nemo6ze symbolizovat pila, ¢i flinta...

Vydévaju publikacie, ktoré st vypoved'ou o lese a tych, ktori mu slizia. Knihy Od lesov
kralovskych k lesom Statnym, Ludia a lesy, Lesnik spod Kriznej, Lesnicka osada na Ciernom
Vahu, Les plny snov....., urite inspirovali nejedného citatela k uvazlivejSiemu nazeraniu

na pracu lesnika...

Na lesnych zdvodoch a spravach otvaraju ,lesnicke informacné kanceldrie”. Ba niekde,

ako napriklad na Lesnej sprave v Oravskom Podzamku, ¢ na OdsStepnom zévode v Reviicej,

aj jedineéné miized, ¢ pamétné izby. V neformalnych kancelridch byvaji k dispozicii
informacéné mapy, ktoré sa uz stihli stat kartografickym hitom. Pritazlivou formou propaguji
nielen lesnicke, ale aj kulttirne a historické realie spravovaného tizemia.

Lesni pedag6govia, Cestna to lesnicka profesia, obetavo navstevuju stovky skol,

festivalov, vel'trhov, ale aj nemocnic a detskych domovov, aby zoznamovali deti s najroznejsimi
,vonami a chutami” lesa.

Pocas aprilovych Lesnickych dni sadia s detmi na stovkach §kél ,Stromy poznania”.

Z nich postupne vyrasté nielen les, ale aj prirodzena ticta ndroda k svojim stromom...

A potom prisiel ten napad s UNESCO-m!
Ak miesta svetového prirodného a kultirneho dedicstva Zeme sposobuiji taky zaujem o ich
poznanie, preco by to obdobne nefungovalo aj na mape lesnickeho Slovenska?! Mame stovky



lokalit, ktoré dokumentujui histériu lesnickej prace: budovy, parky, lesnicke osady, tajchy,

muzed, cintoriny, pamatniky, umelecké diela, biotechnické konstrukcie... Pozname ich vSak

dobre? Netreba nam ich skutocne objavit? A to mozno najprv aj nami, samotnymi lesnikmi,

ktori ¢asto nedocenujeme, ¢o krajine zanechali generacie nasich predkov. No a potom vSetkymi,

ktorym nasou pracou pre les sltuzime. Preco by sa verejnost celkom rada nepustila do listenia

krizovky lesnickej historie, ak jej napaditym sposobom pontikneme klticové slova? Vznika

napad vytvorit siet VYZNAMNYCH LESNICKYCH MIEST Slovenska. Préve tento ndzov sme

pre lokality osobitného lesnickeho vyznamu zvolili hned' na zaciatku. A ked’Ze dnes uz vSetko

musi mat aj svoju znacku, graficka Mdria Gélova vytvorila pre ne aj pekné logo. 9

Hoci siet vyznamnych lesnickych miest nikdy nebude konkurovat lokalitim svetového VYZNAMNE
kultirneho a prirodného dedicstva, zmysel ma rovnaky. Upozornit, oznacit, spoznat, LESNICKE
MIESTO

popularizovat a chranit. A tak sa rozbieha jedinecnd akcia. Vytvara sa zoznam miest

— kandidatov na prestizny titul. Tieto sa za¢inaju postupne slavnostne vyhlasovat, oznacuju

sa informaénymi tabul'ami, vydavaju sa k nim brozirky, usporadiivaji seminére, do obnovy
viacerych sa vkladé aj nemalo prostriedkov. Myslienka prerastad do tmyslu vydat knihu,

ktora by pontikla pohl'ad na niektoré vyznamné lesnicke miesta. Ich vyber bol podriadeny
zémeru ukazat Siroky zéber lesnickej profesie. Mozno, ze Citatel'a prekvapi, co vSetko je jej
sticastou. Jeden priklad za vSetky: o najnizej teplote nameranej v roku 1929 vo Viglasi - Pstrusi
pocul takmer kazdy, no Ze tych minus 41°C bolo zaznamenanych vd'aka lesnikom, to vie uz len
malokto!

Patri sa aj pod'akovat. Za knihu, ale predovsetkym za to, Ze myslienka vyhlasovania
vyznamnych lesnickych miest nasla pochopenie a nadsene sa jej ujali mnohi kolegovia

z lesnickych i nelesnickych radov. Nemé6zem niektorych nemenovat: predovsetkym Lubicu
Mil'anovii, Tatianu Figurovi, Mériu Roskovii a Mareka Vangu, spoluautorov tejto knihy,

a zaroven odbornikov z Lesnickeho a drevarskeho miizea vo Zvolene, ktoré sme nedavno
mali éest v podniku privitat. Jula Burkovského, nestora slovenskej lesnickej histérie

a recenzenta knihy. Vlada Paska, architekta, ktory vyznamné miesta nosil v hlave este skor,
ako vznikol tento nazov. Jozefa Saba, ktory pripravil k voébec prvému oficidlne vyhldsenému
vyznamnému lesnickemu miestu v Topol ¢iankach vynikajice materialy. Spraveu z Cierneho
Viahu, Ludovita Pitofidka, ktorého v dobrom zasko¢ila navstevnost spopularizovanej lesnickej
osady.... Frantiska Bizuba, elektrikdra na dochodku, ktorého historické vedomosti a ochota
ndm vynimocne pomahajt. Ladislava Maxima, lesnika vo vysluzbe, vd'aka ktorému oficidlne
pribudli na ,sobranecku” prvé zaujimavé vyznamné lesnicke miesta. DuSana Mikusa, spravcu
z Duchonky, ktory dokézal népadito pripomentit jedno z neznamych vyznamnych lesnickych
miest....

Patri sa povedat slovo aj do vlastnych radov. LESY SR, 8. p., st najvacSou lesnickou organizaciou
na Slovensku. Akousi lesnickou vlajkovou lod'ou Slovenska. K takémuto postaveniu patria
prednosti i nedostatky. Ale rozhodne aj ocenenie toho, Ze pri svojom hlavnom poslani, ktorym je
nikdy sa nekonciaca praca na zachovéavani lesa a jeho funkcif, dokdZe tto organizécia nachadzat
porozumenie i nemalé prostriedky pre pripominanie si histérie nielen podnikovej a lesnickej,

ale aj slovenskej a eurépskej.

A tak teraz uZ neostava iné, len pozvanie: Vstipte aj pomocou tejto knihy do dejin slovenského
lesnictva. Vsttipte viak aj na chodniky lesov Slovenskej republiky a overte si na vlastné oci

to, &0 vam tu chceme tiprimne pribliZit. Verim, Ze préve tak spoznate, Ze lesnici boli vzdy
spolahlivou sticastou miidreho spravovania krajiny.

Hist6ria nekonéi. To najdélezitejsie lesnikov este len ¢aka: zabezpecit v zmenenom svete

trvaly dostatok strategickych Zivotodarnych surovin — pitnej vody, dychatelného vzduchu,
neodviatej pody... Lesnici aj toto poslanie s porozumenim verejnosti urcite splnia. Skiiste sa preto
na vyznamné lesnicke miesta pozriet i takymto pohladom. Slovensko ma nielen bohatti lesnicku
hist6riu, ale aj budtice bohatstvo Slovenska je vyznamne spojené prave s lesnictvom.

Za tvorcov knihy a vSetkych lesnikov naSej krdsnej krajiny

Jan Micovsky
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“..Where are those primeval forests? Somewhere near Polana?”
“And which primeval forests do you mean?”
“Those declared as a World Herifage... you know...”

Well, | knew it very well. But | did not know, that this expert would be inferested in this topic, who can undersfand the world of
the computers very well and who was convinced, that the world of the forest belongs just fo the animals and he does not need
fo go there very often... But | was wrong. The fifle “World Natural Heritage” for Primeval Beech Forests of the Carpathians, which
obtained in 2007, hit the (lack of) interest of my friend. And not just him.

The decision of UNESCO - United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization — when it has begun to declare
valuable monuments of Earth since 1972, as the places of the world culfural or natural heritage, can be considered as

a splendid step. There is an extraordinary interest of the nations although fo record the “family silver” to the prestigious lisf is not
easy at all. If they manage to do it, this step will help the country, its visitors and especially to the heritage ifself. Then everybody
has to look after it in @ perfect way. In 21, 2008 the number of the locafions managed the sum of 878, They are sifuated

in 145 states, Slovakia is also among them. On the list there is Banskd Stiavnica, Bardejov, Vikolinec, the Spis Castle, Caves of
Slovak Karst, nine Wooden Churches and Primeval Beech Forests of Poloniny and Vihorlat.

The phenomenon of the World Heritage served to LESY SR, State Enferprise, Banska Bystrica as an unconventional inspiration.
It is @ quite short history indeed. In the last previous years foresters had to hear a lot injustice to their addresses. It is almost

a fashion fo see the wonder from their faces, that there is no one who would damage the forests. Although the forest service
will never be dependent from the people, who according to ifs irresponsible judgement have sfarted up a business, the public
cerfainly deserves to get more information from the foresters. They starf fo realize inferesting projects step by step.

In 2003, there is a Forest Open - Air Museum opened at the Viydrovo Valley. Since then, every year, on “the path of the forest
time”, the animate museum has revealed its secrets of the forest and the meaning of the forester * s work to thousands of
visitors all over the world.

They construct forest educational paths in the natural temples of Slovakia. Those interested in them can go there by foof, bicycle,
even by boat and they are surprised by wide links of a forest mission'which cannot be represented by saw or “gun”..

They publish books reflecting the festimony about the forest and the people who serve it The books Od lesov krdlovskych
k lesom &tdfnym; Ludia a lesy, Lesnik spod Kriznej, Lesnicka osada na Ciernom Véhu, Les piny snov...., have certainly inspired
many readers to think more about the forester * s work...

At forest enterprises and administrations they open “forest information offices”. Moreover, there are museums and memorial
rooms at the forest administration in Oravsky Podzémcok or at the Forest Enterprise in Revica. Within the informal offices there
are available information maps which have already become a cartographice hit. In an attractive way they promote not only realia
of forestry, but also culfural and historical realia of the administrated area.

Forest pedagogues, such an honest profession, visit in a devoted way hundreds of schools, festivals, exposifions, but also
hospitals and foster homes in order to introduce children the most various “smells and tastes” of the forest.
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At hundreds of schools, during the April Forestry Days, they plant “Trees of Knowledge” with children. Then the forest grows but
the natural esteem of the nation to the frees as well...

And then it appeared the idea with UNESCO!

Ifthe places on Earth of the world natural and cultural heritage cause such an inferest in their cognition, why would not it work
on the map of the forest Slovakia in @ similar way? We have plenty of locations which document the history of the work in

the forest: buildings, parks, forestry seftlements, arificial water reservoirs, museums, cemeteries, monuments, works of arf,
biotechnical constructions... But do we know them well? Do not we have to discover them seriously? Firstly, probably by us,
foresters ourselves who do not often estimate what the previous generation of our ancestors has let for the country, then by
everybody else who serves the forest with all kind of manners. Why would not the public like fo start doing a crossword of the
forest history if we offered the people key words in a sophisticated way? There is an idea to create the net of Special Forestry
Sites of the Slovak Republic. This ferm was already in the beginning chosen for locations of special forestry significance. As
everything must have its symbol, Maria Gélovd, the graphic designer, has created a nice logotype for if.

Although the net of the Special Forestry Sites will never compete with the locations of the world cultural and natural heritage,
the aim is the same- fo draw aftention, mark, recognize, promote and to protect. So the unique project has started. This list of
the sites — candidates - is being created for a prestigious itle. Step by step, they are declared festively, marked by information
signs, booklets are issued, courses are organized. Some of the sites need fo be renovated so lots of money is invesfed as well.
There is an idea fo publish the book in order to offer the look at the various Special Forestry Sites. The choice was subordinated
fo the infention in order to show the wide range of the forest profession. Maybe the reader will be surprised what can be the
part of it. Just one of all examples - almost everybody could hear about the lowest temperature measured in Viglas - Pstrusaiin
1929 but hardly knows that those -41°C were recorded by the foresters.

We would like fo thank not only for the book, but especially for the idea of nominating Special Forestry Sites which has found
the sympathy and many colleagues from the forest and non-forest field have adopted it very avidly. | have to name some of them
— especially Luba Mifanova, Tatiana Figurovd, Maria Roskova and Marek Vanga - the authors of this book and also the experts
from the Forestry and Wood Technology Museum Zvolen which we have welcomed in our enterprise recently, Julo Burkovsky,
a doyen of the Slovak forest history and the reviewer of the book, Viado Paska, the architect, who has had special sites inside
his mind earlier that this name was created, Jozef Sabo, who prepared perfect materials in connection with the 1st officially
nominated Special Forestry Site in TopolGianky. Ludovit Piforidk, the administrator of the Cierny Vah, who was surprised with
the attendance of the promoted forestry seftlement in a positive way... FrantiSek Bizub, the refired electrician, whose historical
knowledge and his willingness help us very much, Ladislav Maxim, the refired forester, who helped to add up first interesting
official Special Forestry Sites in“Sobranecko”, Dusan Mikus, the administrator of Duchonka who imaginatively managed fo
remind one of the unknown Special Forestry Sites...

We should say something about us as well. LESY SR, the State Enterprise, is the biggest forest organization in Slovakia - kind of
a forest flagship of Slovakia. There are advantages and disadvantages belonged fo this affitude. But there is also an honour that
withoutthe main mission, which is never ending work in order to preserve the forest and its functions, this ogranisation can find
understanding and funds (not litfle) in order to remind not only the business and forest history, but also the Slovak and European
one.

And now lef us invite you — go down in the history of the Slovak forestry, thanks to this book as well. Enter the Slovak forest
pavements as well and verify in person what we would honestly like fo brink closer to you. | hope you will recognize the fact that
the foresters have always been the respensible part of the smart administration of the counfry.

The history has not finished. The mostimportant step for the forestry is just on the way - to ensure a permanent sufficiency

of the strafegic life-giving resources in the changed world - portable water, breathable air, soil nof blown by the wind.

The foresters will certainly fulfill this mission fo the public as well. Therefore fry to look at the Special Forestry Sites also in this
way, Slovakia has not only the rich forest history, but the future freasure is also connected directly with the forestry.

On behalf of the authors of the book and the foresters of our beaufiful country,

Jan Micovsky




