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FOREWORD
I am delighted to  w elcom e th is w onderful publication on  fo restry  
in Ireland. T h ere  have been  dram atic changes in fo res try  in Ireland 
since th e  in troduction  o f EU funding in th e  1980s and this book 
captures th e se  changes very well. T hese  changes have been so 
rapid th a t it is difficult to  find a publication th a t gives an overview  
o f th e  industry in th e  recen t past. This publication satisfies th a t 
need.

T he book, however, covers m o re  than just th e  recen t past — it 
gives a quick overview  of th e  developm ent o f tre e  cover since the  
Ice Age and th e  subsequen t decline o f th e  w oods since th e  arrival 
o f people  on  this island.

I w an t to  acknow ledge John Me Loughlin’s persistence in pursuing 
th e  p ro jec t and C o n o r Ryan of Irish Life & Perm anent fo r the 
innovative funding arrangem ents.

I also wish to  thank  M agner C om m unications and G rasshopper 
Graphics w ho  have done an excellent job in designing, producing 
and researching th is publication.

D oro thy  Hayden 
President
Tree Council of Ireland

MESSAGE FROM THE SPONSOR
Irish Life & Perm anent is delighted to  be involved in helping to  
p ro m o te  a g rea te r aw areness and understanding of o u r natural 
environm ent and w elcom es this publication.

To play o u r  part, we a t Irish Life & Perm anent actively encourage 
o u r  shareholders to  receive certain  com m unications from  us 
electronically instead o f by paper. For each shareholder th a t 
makes the  switch, w e do n a te  € 2  to  th e  T ree Council of Ireland.To 
da te  alm ost 6,500 shareholders have o p ted  to  go “digital”.

I hope this donation  on behalf o f o u r  shareholders will assist the 
T ree Council in their im portan t w o rk  and I congratu late them  on 
this publication. It will a c t as a g reat in troduction fo r people with 
little o r  no previous knowledge of Ireland’s tree s  and forests, and 
will be distributed  free o f charge.

Finally, as a thought, perhaps you could take this opportun ity  to  
consider w hat alternatives to  paper you could use in com m unicat
ing with th e  com panies o r  people you do  business with.

Gillian Bowler 
C hairperson
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