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j Jôrn Donner SWEDEN:

Is th e re  a Swedish landscape?

Im ages th a t  o ften  re-occur in  people’s m inds are those  o f  Sw edish m ea

dows in  sum m er, or Sw edish woods and  forests, o r Sw edish lakes, o r coasta l 

islands: im ages o f Swedish n a tu ra l  scenery , less o ften  o f th e  landscapes in 

w hich m ost Swedes live, th e  su rround ings o f  th e  cities o f S tockholm , G ote

bo rg  and  M alino, o f la rg er tow ns, in h igh-rise blocks or p r iv a te  houses, 

in a  landscape criss-crossed b y  roads, pow er lines, an d  th e  re s t o f th e  

com m unications netw ork .

D uring  recen t decades Swedes hav e  for th e  m o st p a r t  becom e dwellers 

in b u ilt-u p  areas, o ften  longing fo r th e  co u n try sid e , i ts  u n to u ch ed  la n d 

scapes (as th ey  arc th o u g h t to  be), th e  scene o f len g th ier an d  len g th ier 

ho lidays. A longing for th e  sluga in th e  co u n try .

The  every d ay  Sw edish landscape h a rd ly  m atch es these im ages. D uring  

these decades, w hen m illions o f  Swedes m oved or were m oved from  th e ir  

hom e tra c ts ,  th e  desire to  “ bu ild  aw ay ”  u rb a n  housing  shortages c rea ted  

m an y  new su b u rb s an d  high-rise housing areas w hich are a lread y  beginning 

to  be cleaned up: boredom  a n d  social problem s w ere in trin sic  to  th em , 

an d  all w ho could left th em  for p r iv a te  houses, e ith e r sem i-detached  or 

in  th e ir  own gardens, for th a t  was how th ey  really  p referred  to  live. M uch 

in n er c ity  housing, often  old and  run  dow n, w as tak en  over b y  th e  m an y  

con tem p o rary  im m igran ts.

A n a tio n a l landscape ex ists b u t is m u ltifo rm , fo r a single im age o f 

sum m er m eadow s fails to  reflect the  h igh-tech  u rb a n  Sw eden th a t  in  m any 

w ays resem bles th e  USA , n o t m erely  superficially  b u t  also in essentials.

So th e  im ages are necessarily  m any , none o f  th em  expressing  th e  whole 

t ru th .

To d ep ic t a society  is im possible: in s tead  I am  forced to  m ed ia te  fragm ents, 
b ackgrounds, th o u g h ts  an d  im ages.

A t th e  s ta r t  o f th e  1970s, Sw eden was essen tially  a com plete  o r com 

p letely  b u ilt  society , a lthough  m an y  co n tem p o rary  po litic ians w ould  h av e  

den ied  th is, as w ould th e ir  successors to d ay : po litic ians like to  see society  

as incom plete , for th is , a t  least in Sweden, ju stifies  th e  re fo rm  w ork th a t  

all politica l p a rtie s  say  th e y  w ant.

W h a t is m ean t b y  a com pletely  b u ilt society  is a  b it  h a rd  to  define. 14



S w e d e n
C onstitu tion  C onstitu tional m onarchy
Mend o f  s ta te  K ing Carl X V I G ustaf, b . 1946
P arliam en t O ne Mouse, 349 m em bers
Sw eden covers 174 000 sq. miles (450 000 k in2) and , in  te rm s o f land area , is th e  fourth
largest cou n try  in  E urope. Sweden has a  popu lation  o f 8 3S8.000.

Population Foreigners living in  Siocden
Largest cities 1986 1960 1970 1980
Stockholm 663 217 T otally 199 000 412 000 389 041
G oteborg 429 339 O f these  are from
Malino 230 056 U.S.A. 2 000 6 000 6 374
U ppsala 157 675 Chile -  . — 9 238
N orrkoping 118 801 D enm ark 30 000 31 100 25 105
O rcbro 118 443 G rea t B rita in  2 000 4 000 8 939
L inkoping 117 835 F in land 75 000 209 000 138 622
V aster As 117 732 Greece 23 000 21 000 9 397

I ta ly 5 000 8  000 4 409
Y ugosla via 1 000 37 000 38 409
N orw ay 20 000 28 000 26 445
P oland - 14 000 15 455
T urkey - 4 000 21 105
G erm an v 2 000 6 000 11 972

Political parties an d  election results 
Social D em ocratic  P a r ty  
C enter P a r ty  
L iberal P a r ty  
C onservative  P a rty  
C om m unist P a r ty  
O thers

N um ber o f  persons employed by sectors

A gricu ltu re , fo res try , fishing 
M ining an d  m anufactu ring  
C onstruction
T rad e  an d  re s tau ra n ts , hotels 
C om m unications 
B anking  and  insurance 
Public  ad m in istra tio n  and  
o th e r services

% 1979 % 1982 % 1985
43,6 45,6 44,7
24,1 15,5 12,4
11,2 5,9 14,2
15,8 23,6 21,3
4,8 5,6 5,4
3,7 3,8 2,0

1985 1976-84 1985
1000’s A n n u a l changt* %

208 -1 ,9 - 5
1 024 + 0 ,8 + 1

260 -1 ,1 - 0 ,4
591 - 0 ,4 0
300 + 1 ,2 +  1,7
321 + 4 + 1 ,7

1 594 + 2 ,8 + 0 ,7

E ducation
Elem entary education. A 9-year com pulsory com prehensive school s ta rtin g  a t th e  age o f seven. 
E nglish  is com pulsory from  th e  th ird  year. F rench  or G erm an ofTered as  a  second language. 
C erta in  op tions from  th e  sev en th  year. T he  **G ym nasium " ,  corresponding to  Senior H igh 
School in  th e  U nited  S ta te s , covers 2-4 years. I t  offers educa tion  an d  tra in in g  on b o th  th eo 
re tica l an d  practica l lines, and  is a m erger o f th e  trad itio n a l C entral E u ro p ean  “ gym nasium ” 
and  th e  form er vocational school.
U niversities hav e  ex is ted  in  U ppsala , L und , G o thenburg , an d  Stockholm  fo r a long tim e, b u t 
there  is also one in  UmeA an d  one in  L inkoping, an d  a  nu m b er o f colleges on  g rad u ate  
level th ro u g h o u t th e  cou n try . T he  nu m b er o f s tu d e n ts  has grow n rap id ly  — from  50 000 in 
1963 to  125 000 in  1985.
A d u lt education h as g re a t trad itio n s  in Sw eden, and  courses arc offered along every  possible 
line, now adays also th rough  TV. M any a d u lt education  schem es arc  offered by  organisations 
like th e  L abor m ovem ent, th e  T em perance m ovem en t, churches, etc .
N ative language education is offered b o th  pupils and  a d u lts  in  m ore th a n  60 languages.
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Jôrn Donner. b. 1933, is one of the most wellknown and prolific 
writers and filmmakers in Scandinavia. He has so far published 
29 books and made 14 feature films, most of them  written 
by himself. On Sweden, Donner has published an extensive 
analysis in 1973. The book was a Swedish Book of the 
M onth-m ain selection. He has also made a TV documentary 

on Sweden th a t will be transm itted during 1987 on 

Sweden’s Channel One. Donner lives in Helsinki, 
where he also manages his own independent production 

company. He is a member of the Helsinki City Council and 
Chairman of the Board of the Finnish Film Foundation.

Ja n  Mártenson, Swedish diplomat, 
well-known writer, and former 

Chef de Cabinet to  the king of 

Sweden, and presently 

Director-General of the U.N. 

office in Geneva and 

Head of the Centre 
for H um an Rights.

Tor Ragnar Gerholm, b. 1925, 

is a professor of physics a t the 

University of Stockholm. He has been a 
member of the Royal Academy of Science since 1985, 

of the Board of Industrifonden since 1979, 

of the Board of the Swedish institu te of Foreign 
Affairs since 1975, of the American Physican 

Society and of the International Chamber of Commerce’s 

Commission on Energy since 1980.
The author of over 80 scientific publications. Prof. Gerholm earned 

the Swedish Authors’ Association Literary Prize in 1962.
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