
Naslov uvodnika potaknut je građanskom inicijativom koja 
se u posljednje vrijeme širi Hrvatskom. Iako na facebook 
grupi, koja poziva na „tri zajednička dana uživanja u sadnji 
diljem Države“ pod motom „Zasadi drvo, ne budi panj“, pre-
vladava entuzijazam i želja za jačanjem svijesti hrvatskih gra-
đana o očuvanju i zaštiti prirode, postoje i radikalniji osvrti 
na šumarsku struku i na trgovačko društvo Hrvatske šume, 
poput pitanja zašto se ne organiziraju javni radovi pošumlja-
vanja? Tvrdi se da je to zato jer im je sječa prioritetnija od 
sadnje. Podmeće se teza: „Ne smiju oni posjeći više nego što 
mi možemo zasaditi!“ Uzori akciji su velike sadnje u nekim 
zemljama poput Indije i Etiopije. Također poticaj akciji su i 
katastrofalni požari u plućima svijeta, Amazonskoj prašumi. 
Pohvalna je dobra volja i želja za ozelenjivanjem, ali ne mogu 
se uspoređivati zemlje u kojima vladaju drukčiji klimatski i 
stanišni uvjeti pa nakon sječe ili uništavanja šume požarima 
dolazi do deforestacije, nestaje tlo i šuma se ne obnavlja. U 
Republici Hrvatskoj je upravo obrnuto, na djelu je reforesta-
cija, tj. šuma se širi na napuštene poljoprivredne i druge po-
vršine, tako da je danas gotovo pola države pod šumom, ali 
u različitim starosnim kategorijama. Ova akcija je samo odraz 
zabrinutosti običnog čovjeka, ali i određene neargumentirane 
histerije koja je pokrenuta protiv šumara u Hrvatskoj.
S obzirom na sve učestalije i nekorektne napade na šumarsku 
struku, što je prevršilo svaku mjeru, potiče nas da se mi kao 
struka oglasimo. Možemo smireno, stručno i argumentirano, 
a možemo i bezobrazno kao što se nas napada. Ponajprije, za 
laike koji to žele čuti, kažemo da je sječa uzgojni zahvat. Šuma 
ili stablo ima nazovimo ga početak, rast kroz razne uzgojne 
faze do optimuma, a potom slijedi faza „odumiranja“. Zadaća 
šumarske struke je prebroditi tu zadnju fazu upravo sječom 
starih stabala, polučiti korist društvu njihovom preradom, 
ali osiguravši prethodno u jednodobnim sastojinama u go-
dini dobrog uroda sjemena prirodno pomlađivanje. Svakako 
prije bilo kakvog negativnog stava glede sječe, treba prići vrlo 
blizu površini gdje je do „jučer“ bila npr. stara hrastova šuma 
te provjeriti da li i što sada raste na toj površini. U prebornoj 
pak šumi, npr. bukve i jele, prebiru se sječom stara dozrela 
stabla i ona koja smetaju podmlatku koji treba svijetla da bi 
ih zamijenio. Samo tamo gdje u potpunosti nije uspjelo pri-
rodno naplođivanje, pa tako i na opožarenim površinama, 
ide se na pošumljavanje sjemenom ili tzv. „školovanim“ sad-
nicama. Održati šumu vječnom, načelo je potrajnog gospo-
darenja, čime se ponosi hrvatska znanost i praksa, a što joj i 
šumarski svijet priznaje. Što rade Hrvatske šume d.o.o. pitaju 
se pojedini prosvjednici? Zadaća Hrvatskih šuma d.o.o. kao 
trgovačkog društva u državnom vlasništvu, kojima je Država 
povjerila gospodarenje, je obavljati poslove sukladno Osno-

vama gospodarenja, što znači ne stihijski nego po Zakonu o 
šumama, sukladno šumarskoj politici i strategiji. Osnove gos-
podarenja za svaku gospodarsku jedinicu propisuju desetgo-
dišnje aktivnosti, provjerava ih stručno povjerenstvo, a Rje-
šenjem ih odobrava resorni ministar. U njih je ugrađeno i 
niz propisa i popisa koje propisuje Ministarstvo zaštite oko-
liša. Znači ništa se ne radi amaterski – sve počiva na znan-
stvenim i stručnim saznanjima u šumarskoj praksi stečenoj 
kroz preko 250 godina organiziranog šumarstva. Klimatske 
promjene, ledolomi, vjetrolomi i štetnici, čemu su posebice 
u zadnje vrijeme izložene šume, samo još otežavaju rad u šu-
marstvu i zahtijevaju još veću stručnost i znanje, a nikako 
amaterizam. Nije bez razloga još u pretprošlom stoljeću za-
ključeno da za gospodarenje šumom nije dovoljna viša, nego 
je potrebna visoka stručna sprema, što je kod nas ostvareno 
1898. godine početkom rada Šumarske akademije (današnjeg 
Šumarskog fakulteta), kao četvrte visokoškolske ustanove 
Sveučilišta u Zagrebu.
No, s prekomjernom sječom treba se boriti na dijelu privat-
nih šumskih parcela, ali s tom stihijom se odnosne udruge 
ne hvataju u koštac. U istoj rečenici pitamo se bezobrazno: 
tko su to „oni“ koji ne smiju posjeći? Da li su to možda oni 
koji su pet godina studirali šumarstvo, skupljajući znanja iz 
botanike, više matematike, kemije, meteorologije, anatomije 
i fiziologije bilja, pedologije, dendrologije, dendrometrije, uz-
gajanja šuma, ekologije, uređivanja šuma, zaštite šuma i dr., 
prisegavši na promociji dipl. ing. šumarstva da će raditi po 
stručnim šumarskim načelima. Lekcije im pak dijele oni koji 
su u slobodno vrijeme malo „proguglali“ i na vikend izletima 
uz dobru zabavu, „učvrstili“ svoje znanje o šumarstvu. Nji-
hovi stručni sufleri, a kažu da ih imaju, mogli bi konačno 
javno polemizirati. Očekivali bi od odnosnih udruga da nas 
podupru u protivljenju smanjenja naknada za općekorisne 
funkcije šuma (OKFŠ), iz kojih se financiraju izgradnja pro-
tupožarnih prometnica, gašenja požara, pošumljavanje opo-
žarenih površina i razminiranje površina, no one očito pri-
staju da se to „gura“ u parafiskalne namete. Hrvatska Vlada 
od Hrvatskih šuma d.o.o. očekuje uplatu u državni proračun, 
dok čitamo, Njemačka Vlada ulaže 500 mil. EURA za sana-
ciju šuma, jer ih se prošle godine osušilo preko 110.000 ha.
Nemamo ništa protiv toga da se ozelenjuju neke gradske po-
vršine, ali i to mora biti planski, kako izborom površina, tako 
i vrstom drveća, poznavajući i poštujući njihove ekološke i 
biološke zahtjeve. Saditi bilo što i bilo gdje, što iščitavamo iz 
upućenog poziva, je neodgovorno i prema prostoru, ali i 
prema biljci.
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The headline of the editorial was prompted by a civil initiative 
sweeping through Croatia in recent times. The Facebook group, 
which calls for “three enjoyable days of planting trees across the 
State” under the motto “Plant a tree, don’t be a stump”, is imbued 
with enthusiasm and a wish to raise the awareness of Croatian ci-
tizens of the need to preserve and protect the nature; however, 
there are also more radical views on the forestry profession and 
the company Croatian Forests Ltd. Among others, they ask why 
there are no public afforestation activities and conclude that the 
reason lies in the fact that cutting trees has priority over planting 
them. There is an undergoing statement: “They cannot fell more 
than we can plant!” The campaign was prompted by large-scale 
planting campaigns in some countries such as India and Ethiopia. 
Another incentive to the campaign was provided by the devasta-
ting fires taking place in the lungs of the world, the Amazonian 
rain forest. The will and wish to plant trees deserves full credit, 
but we cannot be compared with the countries with different cli-
matic and habitat conditions, in which felling or forest fires result 
in deforestation, loss of forest soil and inability of forests to rege-
nerate. The situation in the Republic of Croatia is diametrically 
opposite: reforestation is an ongoing process; in other words, the 
forest spreads into abandoned agricultural and other areas, so that 
currently almost half of the country is covered with forests of diffe-
rent age categories. This campaign reflects the concern of the or-
dinary person, but also contains certain ill founded hysterical re-
actions targeted at foresters in Croatia.
In view of the ever more frequent and unfounded attacks on the 
forestry profession, which has gone out of hand, it is time for the 
profession to voice its opinion. We can do it in two ways: we can 
either put forward professional and well founded arguments, or 
retaliate in the same impertinent manner in which we are being 
attacked. To start with, for those who are ready to listen, let us 
stress that felling is a silvicultural operation. A forest or a tree has 
its beginning, followed by growth through different silvicultural 
stages until it reaches its optimum and finally the stage of “dying”. 
The task of the forestry profession is to deal with this last stage by 
cutting down old trees, making profit for the society by processing 
these cut trees, and ensuring natural regeneration in even-aged 
stands in the years of good seed mast. Before any negative attitude 
on a felling operation is taken, it would be advisable to inspect 
closely the area which was until “yesterday” covered by an old oak 
forest and check what is being planted in this area, if anything. In 
a selection forest of, e.g. beech and fir, felling is applied to remove 
old mature trees and those trees which prevent young trees from 
reaching the necessary light for growth. Reforestation with seeds 
or with so-called “trained” seedlings is applied only in those areas 
in which natural seedling has not been completely successful or 
in areas badly affected by fires. Maintaining the forest in a perpe-
tually stable condition is the principle of sustainable management. 
This principle is something that Croatian science and practice is 
rightly proud of and for which it receives acknowledgement from 
the global forestry world.
What does the company Croatian Forests Ltd do, some protesters 
ask? The task of the company, as a state-owned company which 

has been entrusted by the State with caring for the forests, is to 
manage forests and carry out all the jobs set down in management 
plans, in line with the Forest Act,  the forestry policy and strategy. 
There is no question here of chaotic and disorganized manage-
ment. Management plans for every management unit prescribe 
the execution of ten-year activities. These plans are  verified by 
expert committees and approved by the corresponding minister. 
They also contain regulations and rules set down by the Ministry 
of Environmental Protection. As seen from the above, nothing is 
done on an amateur basis - everything is firmly grounded on sci-
entific and expert knowledge of the forestry practice, which has 
been acquired through 250 and more years of organized forestry. 
Climate change, damage caused by ice and wind, as well as pests, 
to which forests have been particularly exposed in recent times, 
make work in forestry even more difficult and require even more 
expertise and knowledge - certainly not amateurism. This is the 
reason that as far back as the 18th century it was realized that ma-
nagement of forests required not just a college degree but acade-
mic education. In Croatia, this was put to practice in1898, when 
the Forestry Academy (the present day Faculty of Forestry) was 
opened as the fourth institution of higher education within the 
University of Zagreb.
A battle against excessive felling should be fought in parts of pri-
vately owned forest areas, yet the above groups fail to grapple with 
this problem. Allow us to be  impertinent enough to ask: who are 
“they” who are not allowed to perform felling operations? Perhaps 
those who have studied forestry for five years, acquired knowledge 
of botany, higher mathematics, chemistry, meteorology, plant ana-
tomy and physiology, pedology, dendrology, dendrometrics, sil-
viculture, ecology, forest planning, forest protection and other fi-
elds, and who have, when receiving their degrees of graduate 
engineers of forestry, pledged to adhere to expert forestry princi-
ples in their work?  Such professionals are then lectured by those 
who have “googled” something about forestry and who have gai-
ned their knowledge of forestry at weekend outings in forests. We 
would welcome with open arms their expert advisors, which they 
claim there are many, to finally come out and engage in public de-
bates. We would expect from these groups to support us in oppo-
sing the move to cut down on non-market forest function fees, 
which are used to finance the construction of fire breaks, fire 
suppression, reforestation of burnt areas and demining areas. 
Obviously, they prefer these fees to be “pushed” into parafiscal le-
vies.  While the Croatian government expects from the company 
Croatian Forests Ltd to pay into the state budget, the German go-
vernment invests 500 million euro into the recovery of forests, 
since over 110,000 ha of forests dried only last year.
We have nothing against making city areas green, but this should 
be carried out in a planned manner, both as regards the choice of 
areas and the choice of tree species, taking into account their eco-
logical and biological requirements. Planting anything and 
anywhere, as seen from the initiative, is irresponsible both for the 
area and for the plant.
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