RIJEC UREDNISTVA

Kada je krajem oZujka ove godine Thomas Waitz, zastupnik
Europskog parlamenta, ¢lan Kluba zastupnika Zelenih/
Europskog slobodnog saveza, objavio na svojoj sluzbenoj
stranici ,,Novo izvjes¢e o kréenju Suma u Hrvatskoj“ do-
stavljeno od braniteljske udruge ViDrA - ,veterani i drus-
tvena akcija“, vijest o tome prosirila se na hrvatskim mrez-
nim stranicama. Povodom toga objavljen je na portalu
Telegram.hr i razgovor s predsjednicom udruge Vesnom
Grgi¢. Forum udruge pod nazivom Zeleni odred za cilj ima,
kako su sami naveli, ,,borbu protiv devastacije Suma i Sum-
skih povrsina u Republici Hrvatskoj®

Pohvalna je briga za opée dobro, $to $ume u Republici Hr-
vatskoj i jesu. Samo c¢itajuci optuzbe, koje se ve¢inom od-
nose na djelovanje trgovackog drustva Hrvatske $ume, ne
moze se oteti dojmu da tu ima puno neshvacanja zakonskih
postavki i operativnih radnji koje se odvijaju u gospodare-
nju Sumama.

U razgovoru se kao mogucnost ,jezive devastacije Suma“
navodi zabrana sjece svih Suma u razdoblju od 10 godina,
usporedujudi to s primjerom Albanije. Toj zemlji to nitko
izvan nje nije naredio, ve¢ je to bila odluka albanskog par-
lamenta da se uvede moratorij na sje¢u $uma za trgovacke
namjene od 2016. do 2025. godine. Zabrana je uvedena kao
posljedica nekontroliranih prevelikih sjeca, $to je stvorilo
erozivna podrucja koja su jako vidljiva diljem drzave. Us-
poredujudi to s Republikom Hrvatskom u kojoj postoji or-
ganizirano $umarstvo 256 godina, potpuno je deplasirano.

Osnovno nerazumijevanje, koje se i ina¢e ponavlja u jav-
nosti, je odrzivo gospodarenje putem oplodnih sjeca, gdje
se na kraju zivotnog ciklusa jednodobnih sastojina (sam
naziv jednodobno oznacava da su stabla priblizno jednake
starosti) stara Suma, naravno sa starim i debelim stablima,
zamjenjuje mladom Sumom, koja se izvan vegetacijskog
razdoblja svugdje dobro i ne uocava. Bitno je to da na Sum-
skom zemljiStu i dalje ostaje $uma, znaci nema devastacije,
odnosno degradacijskih stadija Suma (kao $to laici obi¢no
mlade Sume u razvoju — u progresiji smatraju $ikarom koja
je primjer obrnutog procesa — regresije). Oplodno razdo-
blje koje traje i 20 godina, a u fazi dovr$ne sjece godinu ili
vi$e godina ako se sje¢e na manjim povrsinama, u stvari je
porodaj mlade $ume. Svima je poznato da rodenje djeteta
u ljudskom svijetu nastaje nakon porodajnih muka, a odra-
stanje i osamostaljivanje traje godinama. Isto mozemo us-
porediti s nastankom mlade Sume i brigom oko njenog ra-
zvoja. Radaonica u $umi traje i njeno uredenje trazi

vremena. Osim §to je Sumska povr$ina u obnovi radaonica,
ona je i radilite na kojemu vladaju posebni propisi, pose-
bice oni vezani za zatitu na radu. Ljubitelji prirode koji se
prolazeci kroz $umu u obnovi ljute zbog oste¢enih sumskih
puteva, trebaju znati da se oni nalaze usred radilista i da se
ne bi mogli slobodno kretati po radilitu nekakve zgrade ili
mosta. Povlaceci paralelu, Sumsko radiliste bi se moglo
ograditi kao i neko gradevinsko, a onda ne bi bilo pristupa
u to podrugje.

Nerealno je ocekivati da se stanje Suma, kao uostalom i dru-
gih dijelova prirode, moze konzervirati. Prirodni ekosustavi
su dinami¢ne cjeline i kroz vrijeme se stalno mijenjaju. U
Republici Hrvatskoj prirodne gospodarene sume dozZivjele
su bar dva kompletna, a neke i po tri zivotna ciklusa od na-
stanka do dovr$nog sjeka. Znaci da su kroz taj ciklus prosle
sve faze, od mlade $uma visine nekoliko centimetara, do
stare Sume s visokim stablima 30-40 m. Prosje¢ni ljudski
vijek u danasnje doba u nasoj domovini od 78 godina tek
je nesto iznad polovice zivotnog vijeka propisanog za Sume
hrasta luznjaka od 140 godina, a oko tri ¢etvrtine vijeka bu-
kovih Suma od 100 godina. Normalno je da stanovniku i
posjetitelju nekog sumskog podruéja promic¢u promjene u
starim $umama koje nisu tako drasti¢ne, kao $to se dogodi
kada se stara $uma zamijeni mladom $umom. Zanimljivo
je kako se ljudi raduju radanju novih ljudi i njihovom odra-
stanju, a ne raduju se, za razliku od $umara, radanju novih
$uma koje Sumari nastoje stvoriti kvalitetnijim od prethod-
nih. Stara poslovica kaze ,,Na mladima svijet ostaje®. Lo-
gi¢no je da isto vrijedi i za Sume. Nove Sume ¢e omoguciti
blagodati novim generacijama. Zamislimo da su danas sve
$ume stare po dvjesto i vise godina (kao $to za primjer
imamo potpuno zasticenu Sumu Pragnik, gdje je ostalo
malo starih stabala hrasta luznjaka, a ispod njih prevlada-
vaju mlada stabla graba ¢ime se u biti gubi glavna vrsta dr-
veca). Imali bi $ume pune bolesnih stabala, od kojih ne bi
bilo previse koristi. Drvna industrija ostala bi skoro bez
ikakve sirovine za svoj rad, a onda i stanovni$tvo bez mo-
gucnosti zaposlenja i brojnih proizvoda od drveta. Jos jedna
bitna ¢injenica u svjetlu klimatskih promjena je to da se
najveci ponor (upijanje) ugljika stvara u Sumama mladim
od 140 godina, nakon ¢ega se unos ugljika smanjuje.

Postavlja se i pitanje zasto se u opc¢oj brizi za nase Sume
prati samo stanje u drzavnim $umama, dok se u privatnim
$umama malih posjednika, koje ¢ine jednu Cetvrtinu uku-
pnoga Sumskog kompleksa, dogadaju radnje koje, za razliku
od drzavnih $uma, otprilike odgovaraju stanju koje navode



gore navedene Udruge. Dobna struktura vlasnika, nerije-
$eni imovinsko pravni odnosi i zapusteno i neazurirano
stanje naseg katastra i gruntovnice, usitnjeni posjed, kao i
neadekvatna zakonska rjesenja i nepostojanje organizirane
¢uvarske sluzbe razlog su takvom stanju.

Razvoj tehnologija donio je brojne olaksice i koristi u da-
na$njem zivljenju, ali nazalost i nedostatke. Mogu¢nost br-
zog prijenosa informacija omogucila je svima upoznavanje
sa svim djelatnostima i strukama, $to je pak stvorilo laznu
predodzbu o razumijevanju svih sfera Zivota i njihovom
funkcioniranju. Tako su danas brojni posjetitelji Sume po-
stali znalci o Sumarstvu, ali i dobili mogu¢nost lakog iska-
zivanja svog videnja o tome u medijima. Cak su nastali ta-
kvi uvjeti da im se vise vjeruje nego struci koja se za to
skolovala i stjecala iskustvo kroz praksu. Pausalno i olako
iznesene optuzbe zauzimaju naslovnice i postaju istina, dok

se demanti tesko probijaju i prolaze nezapazeno. Tko je u
svemu tome odgovoran za to¢no i istinito informiranje jav-
nosti? U svakoj struci postoje pojedinci koji ne rade dobro
ili se ¢ine pogresne radnje, ali ne moze se generalizirati i na
temelju toga donositi zakljucke. Nazalost danasnjim pre-
vladavaju¢im negativistickim novinarstvom stvaraju se
uvjeti nepovjerenja u bilo kakvu djelatnost i struku $to nije
dobro, a u buduénosti moze biti i gore.

Milada Suma koja ¢e uskoro stasati, i postati vidljiva i nesu-
marskom oku, na tako Cesto prozivanim sljemenskim sje-
¢inama, ali i diljem Lijepe Nase, dokazat ¢e da Sumarska
struka postoji i uspjesno obavlja svoj posao, §to je u cijeloj
prici najvaznije. Takvih mladih i njegovanih $uma ima i
sada na znacajnim povrsinama, samo ih laici ne prepoznaju.

Urednistvo



EDITORIAL

When Thomas Waitz, representative of the European Par-
liament and member of the Group of the Greens/European
Free Alliance, published in his official page “a new report
on deforestation in Croatia®, a report passed on by ViDrA-
“Association of Veterans and Social Action, this piece of
news spread across the Croatian network media. On this
occasion the portal Telegram.hr published an interview
with Vesna Grgi¢, chairperson of Vidra Association. The
Association’s Forum, called The Green Squad, was estab-
lished, in their own words, “with the purpose of fighting
against devastation of forests and forest land in the Repub-
lic of Croatia’”.

The concern for common goods, which forests in the Re-
public of Croatia certainly are, is highly commendable.
However, if we read accusations that refer mostly to the ac-
tivities of the company Croatian Forests, one cannot but
feel that there is a lot of misunderstanding of legal provi-
sions and operational actions that take place in forest man-
agement. One of the examples of “disastrous forest devas-
tation” mentioned in the interview was the possibility of a
ban on logging in all forests for the period of 10 years and
a comparison with Albania was given. There was no request
from abroad for Albania to do so - it was a decision of the
Albanian Parliament to impose a moratorium on cutting
down forests for industrial purposes for the period from
2016 to 2025. The ban was implemented as a reaction to
uncontrolled excessive logging, resulting in erosive areas
clearly visible across the country. To compare this with the
Republic of Croatia, which enjoys 256 years of organized
forestry, is completely misplaced.

The basic misunderstanding generally displayed by the
public refers to sustainable management using the shelter-
wood system, where at the end of the life cycle of an even-
aged stand (the name itself denotes that the trees are of
relatively even age), the mature forest, naturally with all
trees, including thick ones, is replaced with a young forest,
which is not always clearly visible outside the vegetation
period. What is important is that the forest remains on the
forested land: there is no devastation and no degraded for-
est stages (just as non-experts consider a young forest in
progression a scrub; however, a scrub is an example of a
reverse process — regression). The rejuvenation period,
which lasts for up to 20 years and in the final cutting stage
it may last for one or more years if smaller forested areas
are treated, is in fact the birth of a young forest. We all know
that in the human world a child is born after labour pains

and growing up and turning an adult takes years. This can
be compared with the emergence of a young forest and care
for its development. The labour pains bringing forth a for-
estand its management take time. Not only can the forested
area being regenerated be compared to a maternity ward,
it is also a work site where special regulations apply, par-
ticularly those related to safety at work. Nature lovers who
are angry about the damaged forest roads when passing
through the forest being regenerated, should know that they
are in a construction site and that they would not be able
to move freely on the construction site of a building or a
bridge. To draw a parallel, a forest construction site could
be fenced off like any other construction site, banning ac-
cess to the area.

It is unrealistic to expect that the condition of a forest, and
indeed any other part of nature, can be conserved. Natural
ecosystems are dynamic units that change constantly
throughout time. In the Republic of Croatia, forests man-
aged on a close-to-nature principle have undergone at least
two, and some even three, complete lifecycles from their
emergence to the final cut. This means that all stages have
gone through this cycle, from a young forest only several
centimetres tall, to an old forest with trees up to 30-40 me-
tres tall. The average human lifespan today in our home-
land of 78 years is just over half the lifespan of 140 years
prescribed for pedunculate oak forests, and about three-
quarters of the lifespan of 100 years prescribed for beech
forests. It is normal that a resident or a visitor to a forest
area overlooks the changes taking place in old forests which
are not as drastic as those taking place when an old forest
is replaced by a young forest. It is interesting that people
rejoice when a new baby is born and is growing up, but are
not happy when a new forest is born which foresters en-
deavour to make even better than the old one. An old prov-
erb says “the world belongs to the young”. It is only logical
that the same applies to forests. New forests will provide
multiple benefits for new generations. Just imagine what it
would be like of all present-day forests were two or more
hundred years old (as is the completely protected forest of
Prasnik, where very few old pedunculate oak trees are left,
while younger hornbeam trees predominate below them,
which in fact leads to the disappearance of the principal tree
species). We would have forests full of diseased, useless
trees. The wood industry would remain without the raw
material for their work, and people would consequently be
left without employment in the wood industry or without



numerous wood products. Another essential fact in the light
of climate change is that the largest carbon sinks are cre-
ated in forests younger than 140 years, after which carbon
input decreases.

Another question to ask is why general concern about Cro-
atian forests focuses only on state forests, while private for-
est owned by small forest owners, who make up one fourth
of the overall forest complex, are the scene of all those ac-
tions that mimic the condition deplored by the Associations
mentioned earlier. The age structure of the owners, un-
solved property and legal relations, neglected and out-of-
date cadastres and land registers, fragmented property, as
well as inadequate legal solutions and the lack of organized
guard service largely contribute to such a state.

The development of technology has provided various ben-
efits and advantages to modern-day life, but also a number
of disadvantages. Fast transfer of information has made it
possible to gain an insight into different activities and pro-
fessions, which has in turn created a false idea among peo-
ple that they understand how all spheres of life function.
Thus, many visitors to forests have become forestry experts
and have been given an opportunity to express their views
on the matter in the media. What is worse, such “experts”

are believed more than the professionals who have been
educated in the profession and have acquired experience
through practice. Off-the-cuft and easily made accusations
take the headlines and become the accepted truth, do deni-
als are completely ignored and go unnoticed. Who is re-
sponsible for giving the public accurate and truthful infor-
mation? There are individuals in every profession who do
not work well or who make wrong moves, but this does not
mean that generalisations can be made and conclusions
passed on the basis of those few. Regrettably, today’s pre-
vailing negativist journalism creates the conditions of dis-
trust in any activity or profession, which is certainly not
good and may become even worse in the future.

A young forest that will soon mature and become visible
even to a non-forester’s eye, both on the frequently criti-
cized Sljeme felling sites and all over Our Beautiful Home-
land, will prove that the forestry profession exists and does
its job thoroughly and successfully. In essence, this is the
most important thing in the whole story. Such young and
tended forests take up large areas, but are not recognized
by a non-expert eye.
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