
„Izgradnja zelene, zdrave i otporne budućnosti sa šumama“ 
moto je ovogodišnjeg 15. Svjetskoga šumarskog kongresa 
održanog od 2. do 6. svibnja u glavnom gradu Južne Koreje, 
Seulu. Prvi kongres održan je još 1926. godine u Rimu, a 
od tada se uglavnom održavao svakih šest godina. Uz ze-
mlju domaćina suorganizator je bila i Organizacija Ujedi-
njenih naroda za hranu i poljoprivredu (FAO). Kongresu 
je nazočilo više od 15.000 sudionika iz 146 zemalja, što ga 
čini najmasovnijim globalnim skupom o šumama u povi-
jesti. Sudionici su bili predstavnici vlada, javnih agencija, 
međunarodnih organizacija, privatnog sektora, akadem-
skih i istraživačkih institucija, nevladinih organizacija te 
organizacija zajednica i autohtonih naroda. Budući je kon-
gres održan u hibridnom formatu, oko 4.500 sudionika su-
djelovalo je online. Održano je 30 tematskih sesija organi-
ziranih  u  okviru  šest  tema  o  najvažnijim  aktualnim 
pitanjima koja se tiču šuma te proizvoda i usluga koje pru-
žaju. Podteme su bile: preokretanje krčenja šuma i propa-
danje šuma; prirodna rješenja za prilagodbu klimatskim 
promjenama i očuvanje biološke raznolikosti; zeleni putovi 
prema rastu i održivosti; šume i ljudsko zdravlje; upravlja-
nje i priopćavanje šumskih informacija, podataka i znanja 
te jačanje upravljanja i suradnje. Ključni naglasci skupa su 
kako šume mogu pomoći u borbi protiv višestrukih kriza 
s kojima se suočava čovječanstvo, uključujući klimatske 
promjene, gubitak biološke raznolikosti, degradaciju ze-
mljišta, glad i siromaštvo.
Ukupno 141 zemlja sudionica kongresa podržala je Dekla-
raciju o šumama iz Seula sa sljedećim zaključcima:
•  Šume nadilaze političke, društvene i ekološke granice i 
vitalne su za biološku raznolikost i cikluse ugljika, vode i 
energije na planetarnoj razini. Odgovornost nad šumama 
treba podijeliti i integrirati među institucije, sektore i di-
onike kako bi se postigla održiva budućnost.

•  Ogromne površine degradiranog zemljišta zahtijevaju ob-
novu. Ulaganja u obnovu šuma i krajolika na globalnoj 

razini moraju se barem utrostručiti do 2030. kako bi se 
izvršile globalne obveze i ispunili međunarodno dogovo-
reni ciljevi i zadaci.

•  Na nezdravom planetu nema zdrave ekonomije. Proiz-
vodnja i potrošnja moraju biti održivi, a politike bi trebale 
poticati inovativne mehanizme zelenog financiranja za 
povećanje ulaganja u očuvanje, obnovu i održivo korište-
nje šuma.

•  Drvo je jedna od najstarijih sirovina čovječanstva, ali nas 
može odvesti u budućnost – obnovljivo je, reciklirajuće i 
nevjerojatno svestrano. Puni potencijal zakonitog, održivo 
proizvedenog drva mora se iskoristiti za transformaciju 
građevinskog sektora, pružanje obnovljive energije i ino-
vativnih novih materijala te kretanje prema kružnoj bio-
ekonomiji i klimatskoj neutralnosti.

•  Degradacija i uništavanje šuma imaju ozbiljne negativne 
učinke na ljudsko zdravlje i dobrobit. Zdrava, produktivna 
šuma mora se održavati kako bi se smanjio rizik od bu-
dućih pandemija i poboljšao odgovor na buduće pande-
mije i pružile druge bitne dobrobiti za fizičko i mentalno 
zdravlje ljudi.

•  Pojavljuju se inovativne tehnologije i mehanizmi za pru-
žanje točnih informacija i znanja o šumama i pravičan 
pristup njima. Oni se moraju široko primjenjivati kako bi 
se omogućilo donošenje odluka o šumama i krajolicima 
utemeljeno na dokazima i učinkovitoj šumskoj komuni-
kaciji.

Osim deklaracije o šumama kongres je donio Poziv mladih 
na akciju i Ministarski poziv o održivom drvu. Budućnost 
će nam pokazati koliko je svijet uspješan u provođenju za-
ključaka unatoč svim kriznim situacijama posljednjih ne-
koliko godina poput pandemije i ratova. Promjene uzroko-
vane klimatskim promjenama  sugeriraju da  se kasni u 
pravilnim postupcima prema šumama i čitavom planetu.
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“Building a Green, Healthy and Resilient Future with For-
ests” is the motto of the XV World Forestry Congress, held 
from 2 to 6 May 2022 in the South Korean capital, Seoul. 
The first congress took place as far back as 1926 in Rome, 
and since then has been held every six years.  The United 
Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) also 
joined the host country in the organisation of the Congress. 
The congress was attended by more than 15.000 partici-
pants from 146 countries, making it the largest global gath-
ering on forests in history. Participants included represen-
tatives of governments, public agencies, international 
organisations, the private sector, academic and research in-
stitutions, non-governmental organizations and organiza-
tions of communities and indigenous peoples. Since the 
congress was held in a hybrid format, about 4,500 partici-
pants took part online. There were 30 thematic sessions 
organized within six sub-themes that addressed the most 
important current issues concerning forests and the prod-
ucts and services they provide. The sub-themes were: re-
versing deforestation and forest degradation; nature-based 
solutions for climate change adaptation and biodiversity 
conservation; the green pathway to growth and sustainabil-
ity; forests and human health; managing and communicat-
ing forest information, data and knowledge; and enhancing 
management and cooperation. The key highlights of the 
conference were how forests can help combat the multiple 
crises facing humanity, including climate change, biodiver-
sity loss, land degradation, hunger and poverty. 

A total of 141 countries participating in the Congress en-
dorsed the Seoul Forest Declaration with the following con-
clusions:

•  Forests transcend political, social and environmental bo-
undaries and are vital for biodiversity and the carbon, 
water and energy cycles at a planetary scale. The respon-
sibility over forests should be shared and integrated across 
institutions, sectors and stakeholders in order to achieve 
a sustainable future. 

•  Vast areas of degraded land require restoration. Inves-
tment in forest and landscape restoration globally must 
be at least tripled by 2030 to implement global commi-
tments and meet internationally agreed goals and targets.

•  There is no healthy economy on an unhealthy planet. Pro-
duction and consumption need to be sustainable and po-
licies should foster innovative green financing mechani-
sms to upscale investment in forest conservation, 
restoration and sustainable use. 

•  Wood is one of humanity’s most ancient raw materials but 
can take us into the future – it is renewable, recyclable and 
incredibly versatile. The full potential of legal, sustainably 
produced wood must be used to transform the building 
sector, provide renewable energy and innovative new ma-
terials, and move towards a circular bio-economy and 
climate neutrality. 

•  Forest degradation and destruction have serious negative 
impacts on human health and well-being. Healthy, pro-
ductive forest must be maintained to reduce the risk of, 
and improve responsiveness to, future pandemics and 
provide other essential benefits for human physical and 
mental health.

•  Innovative technologies and mechanisms are emerging 
for the provision of, and equitable access to, accurate in-
formation  and  knowledge  on  forests. These must  be 
applied widely to enable evidence - based forest and lan-
dscape decision-making and effective forest communica-
tion.

In addition to the Forest Declaration, the Congress also he-
ard the Youth Call for Action and the Ministerial Call on 
Sustainable Wood. The future will show us how successfully 
the world has implemented conclusions despite all the cri-
sis situations of the last few years, such as pandemics and 
wars. Climate change suggests that there are delays in pro-
per actions towards forests and the entire planet. 
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