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OPORAVKA HRVATSKE

Posljednje desetljece, posebice unazad nekoliko godina, $u-
marska struka izrazava bojazan za stanje Sumskih ekosu-
stava i najvrjednijih vrsta drveca, jer nema vrste koja nije
pod pritiskom starih, posebno novih $tetnika i bolesti, koji
u sinergiji s klimatskim promjenama znacajno smanjuju
njihovu vitalnost. Tako je vrsta poljski jasen, znacajna sa-
stavnica nizinskih $umskih sastojina, ve¢ dostigla kriti¢cnu
fazu u svom odumiranju. I mi smo se u nasim uvodnicima
osvrtali na navedeno, ukazivali na vaznost i znacaj svih po-
teza na globalnoj i drzavnoj razini koji idu u smjeru brige
za veliko Sumsko bogatstvo koje Republika Hrvatska po-
sjeduje. Hrvatski mediji u recentnom vremenu bavili su se
objavljenim rezultatima popisa stanovni$tva provedenog
2021. godine. Time su u interes javnosti opet dosli demo-
grafi, koji istu pri¢u ponavljaju desetlje¢ima, no nositelji
odluka ih ne slusaju. Mogli bi povuci paralelu i s nasom de-
setljetnom pricom o nazivu resornog ministarstva, a pose-
bice uloge koje to ministarstvo ima prema $umi, resursu
koje pokriva skoro polovicu drzave. Zanimljivo je da su i
demografi uodili ulogu javnog Sumoposjednika Hrvatskih
$uma koje gospodare drzavnim Sumama na ¢itavom drzav-
nom podrudju. Njihov prijedlog je decentralizacija: ,Danas
Hrvatske $ume gospodare ¢itavim prostorom u Hrvatskoj,
to je uvjetno receno centralizirano. To treba zaista prepu-
stiti lokalnim zajednicama da one snose odgovornost, ali i
da imaju isto tako ovlasti.“ Primjerice, Gorski kotar kraj
koji je preko 70 % prekriven $Sumom, u sedamdesetim i
osamdesetim godinama 20. stoljeca, kada je Sumarstvo bilo
u funkciji razvoja lokalne zajednice, razvijao se i podizao
zivotni standard ljudi i kraja. Danas je to kraj izloZen depo-
pulaciji, a Sumski potencijali kojima raspolaze nisu iskori-
$teni, ili se trose negdje drugdje. Sli¢na pri¢a odnosi se i na
Slavoniju koja posjeduje ekonomski najvrjednije $ume, ali
koje dodanu vrijednost stvaraju dalje od mjesta gdje rastu.

Iz ove bogate regije biljezi se u posljednje vrijeme i najvece
iseljavanje.

Moze li se preokrenuti opisani trend? Prilikom donosenja
strateSkih planova i njihovih provodenja trebalo bi se vise
bazirati na komparativnim prednostima odredenog kraja.
Smatramo da usmjerenost samo na gospodarenje sirovinom
bez gospodarenja prostorom i bez strateskog zaposljavanja
kadrova, dovodi ruralne prostore Hrvatske u jo§ nepovolj-
niji polozaj te vodi sve ve¢em praznjenju tog istog prostora.
Ekonomske politike koje pogoduju uskim interesnim sku-
pinama ve¢ su uzele svoj danak. Poticaji iz Europskih fon-
dova, koji su dosta izda$ni, motiviraju korisnike na instant
bavljenje odredenom djelatnos¢u, a krajnji cilj povecanje
proizvodnje obi¢no nije ispunjen. Cesto i korisnici sredstava
iz fondova ne obitavaju u podrudju za koje su sredstva na-
mijenjena. Zakonom o $umama i Zakonom o poljoprivred-
nom zemlji$tu predvideno je razgranicenje Sumskog i po-
ljoprivrednog zemljista prema stanju u naravi i uskladivanje
s katastrom, ¢ijom bi se provedbom olaksalo gospodarenje
$umama i uklonilo probleme koje su nastali zakupima veli-
kih povrsina za pasarenje, ¢iji su rezultati jako upitni. Naza-
lost, ovaj jako bitan preduvjet za kvalitetnije gospodarenje
prostorom i zadrzavanje, ali i pove¢avanje broja stanovnika
u njemu, nije ispunjen. Kao i u drugim segmentima, godine
prolaze bez provedbe zakona i strategije glede zacrtanih ci-
ljeva. Organizacija Sumarstva u nekim susjednim drzavama
mozda nudi odgovore na nasa pitanja. Austrijske i madarske
$umarske tvrtke ne bave se samo proizvodnjom i prodajom
drvnih sortimenata, ve¢ su im djelatnosti vezane i za obnov-
ljive izvore energije i zastitu prirode, ¢ime se prosiruje mo-
gucnost zaposljavanja lokalnog stanovnistva. Na kraju i nji-
hovi Sumari imaju bolja primanja i standard.
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EDITORIAL

FORESTS IN THE SERVICE OF DECENTRALISATION
AND DEMOGRAPHIC RECOVERY OF CROATIA

In the last decade, and especially in the past several years,
the forestry profession has expressed concern for the state
of forest ecosystems and the most valuable tree species.
Namely, there is no species that is not under pressure from
both old and new pests and diseases, which, in synergy with
climate change, significantly reduce their vitality. For ex-
ample, narrow-leaved ash, an important component of low-
land forest stands, has already reached a critical stage of
dieback. In our editorials we have frequently discussed the
above issue, giving importance to all moves at the global
and national level that are aimed at taking care of the great
forest wealth in the Republic of Croatia. The Croatian me-
dia has recently been addressing the results of the 2021
population census. This has again put demographers in the
centre of attention: they have been repeating the same story
for decades, yet the decision makers do not take any heed.
We may also draw a parallel with our decade-long story
about the name of the competent ministry, and particularly
about the attitude of the line ministry towards the forest, a
resource that covers almost half of the country. Interest-
ingly, demographers have also noticed the role of the pub-
lic enterprise Croatian Forests, which manage state forests
over the entire state territory. They propose decentralisa-
tion: “Today, the company Croatian Forests manages for-
ests over the entire territory of Croatia, which is, condition-
ally said, centralised. Management should really be left to
the local communities so that they bear the responsibility,
but also have the same authority” For example, in the Gor-
ski Kotar region, where over 70 percent of the territory is
covered with forests, the seventies and eighties of the 20th
century was the period in which forestry was aimed at fos-
tering the prosperity of the local community, as well as de-
veloping and raising the living standard of the people and
the region. Today;, it is an area affected by depopulation,
while the forest resources at its disposal are either not used
or are used elsewhere. A similar story is true for Slavonia,
which possess the most valuable commercial forests, but

which generate added value further from the place where
they grow. This wealthy region has recently recorded the
most severe emigration.

Can the above trend be reversed? The adoption of strategic
plans and their implementation should be based on com-
parative advantages of a certain region. We believe that fo-
cusing only on the management of raw materials without
management of space and without strategic employment
of personnel puts the rural areas of Croatia in an even more
unfavourable position and leads to increased depopulation
of the area. Economic policies which favour close interest
groups have already taken their toll. Generous incentives
from European funds motivate users to instantly engage in
a certain activity, but the ultimate goal of increasing pro-
duction is usually not met. Quite frequently, the beneficia-
ries of funds do not even live in the area for which the funds
have been allocated. The Forest Acts and the Agricultural
Land Act provide for the demarcation of forest and agri-
cultural land according to their natural state and harmon-
isation with the land registry. Their implementation would
facilitate the management of forests and eliminate problems
arising from leases of large areas for grazing, the results of
which highly questionable. Regrettably, this vital prerequi-
site for better management of space and for retaining, and
even increasing the number of inhabitants in it, has not
been fulfilled. Similar to other segments, years go by, but
the laws and strategies set out by the goals are not imple-
mented. The organisation of forestry in some neighbouring
countries may offer answers to our questions. Austrian and
Hungarian forestry companies are not engaged only in the
production and sale of wood assortments: their activities
are also related to renewable energy sources and nature
protection, which expands the possibility of employment
for the local population. Ultimately, their foresters have bet-
ter income and higher living standard.
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